
                    NWEA Scores
Student  testing results are reported in RIT 
scores (short for Rasch Unit).  A RIT score is an 
estimation of a studentʼs instructional level and 
also measures student progress or growth in 
school. You may have a chart in your home on 
which you mark your childʼs height at certain 
times, such as on his or her birthday. This is a 
growth chart to show how much he or she has 
grown from one year to the next. The NWEA 
assessments do the same sort of thing, except 
they measure your studentʼs growth in 
mathematics and reading. 

       Understanding the RIT Score
The charts below show national median RIT 
scores for grades K-10 in a typical school 
district. You may use these charts to help 
determine if your student is performing at, 
above, or below grade level compared to 
students across the nation.
It is important to understand that the NWEA test 
is only one test at one point in time. It does not 
measure intelligence or a studentʼs capacity for 
learning. 

                   Growth Over Time
We expect RIT scores to increase over time. 
Sometimes RIT scores may decline from one 
test to the next. One low test score is not cause 
for immediate concern. Like adults, students 
have good and bad days and their test results do 
not always indicate what they know. Studentsʼ 
attitudes toward the test can also affect their 
score. Therefore, growth over time is a better 
measure of student learning. Individuals will 
grow at different rates.  The goal is for teachers 
to use the data to differentiate and adjust 
instruction so that all students grow at levels 
appropriate for each individual.

 

WHEN ARE TEST GIVE
THREE (3) TIMES PER YEAR

FALL          WINTER           SPRING

HOW ARE TEST GIVEN?
On the computer under adult supervision 
Adjusts to a studentʼs skill level so that each  

   student takes an individualized test
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      What is NWEA?
NWEA (Northwest Evaluation Association is a 
state-aligned computerized adaptive 
assessment program that provides educators 
with the information they need to improve 
teaching and learning and make student-
focused, data-driven decisions. Educators use 
the growth and achievement data from NWEA 
to develop targeted instructional strategies and 
to plan school improvement.



Normative Data Reference
The chart below shows the NATIONAL grade level scores for 
beginning, middle and end of year for grades K-10

          READING NORMS           MATHEMATICS NORMS

GRADE Beginning
of the Year
  Average

Middle of 
the Year
Average

End of
the Year
Average

K 155.1
1 160 170.1 176.1
2 175.9 183.4 189.2
3 190.2 194.8 199.2

4 199.6 203.0 206.3
5 207.1 209.9 212.4
6 212.5 214.2 216.2
7 216.6 218.2 219.6
8 219.5 221.4 222.6
9 221.8 222.2 222.9

10 222.9 223.3 223.9

GRADE Beginning
of the Year
  Average

Middle of 
the Year
Average

End of
the Year
Average

K 156.1
1 162.5 172.2 179.0
2 178.7 185.9 191.3
3 192.3 198.7 203.5

4 203.5 208.6 212.4
5 212.7 217.5 220.2
6 220.1 223.2 226.0
7 225.7 228.5 230.9
8 230.0 232.6 234.4
9 233.2 234.2 235.3

10 235.3 236.6 237.5


